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THE ORIGINAL CALL 


The following is a copy of the original call for the first meeting, which was 
issued by Professor Samuel F. Clarke, of Williamstown, in March, 1883: i 


A number of American workers in Biology, desiring to have established an b 
association of American naturalists for business purposes, extend to you a t! 
cordial invitation to join in a movement looking toward that end. 

The intention is to have an annual meeting, for the purpose of discussing 
topics of common interest, for which, at present, no opportunity is afforded; as, 
for example, museum interests, in connection with which each museum director 
could indicate his plan of work, the special group of which he was making ex- 
haustive collections, so that work may not be uselessly duplicated in many 
places; methods of museum work; methods of exhibition, etc.; methods of 
laboratory work; laboratory technique; new and valuable points in staining, 
mounting, cutting, and preserving of sections; systems of instruction in various 
departments of natural science; methods with small elective classes; with large 
college classes; the position which the observational sciences should hold in 
the college curriculum; the amount of natural science which should appear in 
college entrance examinations; the amount and character of such instruction in ) 
preparatory school, etc. d 

It is further believed that such a society could materially influence for the s 
better the cause of science in America; that it would have a very healthful 
general effect, and could exert a strong influence in many directions where at 
present it seems to be very much needed. It is proposed to have the first meeting, 
which will be preliminary to organization, and, therefore, of prime importance, at 
Springfield, Mass., in the Springfield High School Hall, Friday, April 10. 

The following gentlemen are interested in the enterprise, and nearly all of 
them will be among those present: [the names are J. M. Tyler, A. Hyatt, C. S. 
Minot, A. S. Packard, Jr., S. H. Scudder, H. N. Martin, W. T. Sedgwick, G. : 
Macloskie, W. Libbey, H. F. Osborn, W. B. Scott, W. N. Rice, S. I. Smith, S. F. 
Clarke (secretary )]. 
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THE CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I 
Name and Objects 


Section 1, This association shall be known as the American Society of Naturalists. 

Section 2, The object of this Society shall be the association of working natural- 
ists for the discussion, advancement and diffusion of knowledge concerning the 
broader biological problems, including organic evolution, thus serving to correlate 
the various biological sciences into a common philosophy of biology. 


ARTICLE Il 
Members 


Section 1, Membership in the Society shall be limited to persons professionally 
engaged in some branch of natural history, as, instructors in natural history, officers 
of museums and other scientific institutions, physicians, and others, who have 
essentially promoted the natural history sciences by original contributions of any 
kind. Any member may present to the executive committee of the Society, through 
the secretary, names of candidates for membership and those candidates who are 
approved by the committee may be elected to membership in the Society by a ma- 
jority of the members present at any meeting of the Society. The names of candi- 
dates not elected to membership within three years of the date of consideration 
shall be removed from the list of nominees unless renominated. 

Section 2, Each active member shall pay to the treasurer of the Society annual 
dues of the amount provided in the By-Laws, and considered due on January first 
ofeach year. The name of any member two years in arrears for annual assessments 
shall be erased from the list of the Society, and such person can only regain mem- 
bership by re-election. 

Section 3. Honorary members, exempt from the payment of dues, may be elected 
upon the recommendation of the executive committee by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present at any meeting of the Societys The number of honorary members 
is limited to ten. Emeritus members, upon retirement from their professional vosts, 


are exempt from dues. 
ARTICLE 
Officers 


Section 1. The officers of the Society shall be a president, a vice-president, a 
secretary and a treasurer. These, together with the three most recent past- 
presidents and the retiring vice-president, shall constitute the executive committee 
of the Society. 

Section 2, The president and vice-president shall be elected for a term of one 
year, the secretary and treasurer for a term of three years. Each president on re- 
tirement shall serve on the executive committee for three years. 
and secretary on retirement shall serve on the executive committee for one year. 
The election of officers shall take place at the annual meeting of the Society, and 
their official terms shall begin on the following January first. They shall continue 
in office until new officers are installed. In case the annual meeting is postponed 
toa date subsequent to January first of the next year, the terms of the new officers 


Each vice-president 


shall begin immediately upon election. 
Section 3, The officers named in Section 1 shall discharge the duties usually 
assigned to these respective officers. The executive committee shall recommend 
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to the Society from time to time such measures as they may deem expedient for the 
purposes of the Society, besides discharging the specific duties assigned to them 
by this constitution. 


Section 4, Vacancies in the board of officers, occurring by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, may be filled by election by ballot at any meeting of the Society, A 
vacancy in the secretaryship or treasurership occurring in the interval of the 
meetings of the Society may be filled by appointment by the executive committee; 
but the person so appointed shall hold office only until the next meeting of the 
Society. 


ARTICLE IV 
Meetings 


Section 1. The annual meeting shall be held during convocation week, unless 
otherwise ordered by the executive committee. 


Section 2, Special meetings may be appointed at any time by a vote of the Society 
or of the executive committee. 


Section 3. Sections of the Society may be organized in any locality, with the 
approval of the Society in each case, by ten or more members for the purpose of 
holding meetings for the presentation of scientific papers. Such sections shall 
have the right to elect their own officers and associate members, but associate 
membership in any section shall not confer membership in the Society. 


ARTICLE V 
Quorum 


Fifteen members shall constitute a quorum of the Society, and three a quorum of 
the executive committee. 


ARTICLE VI 
Accounts 


A committee shall be appointed at each annual meeting to audit the accounts of 
the treasurer for the year closing with that meeting. 


ARTICLE VII 
Affiliated Societies 


The Society may affiliate with other scientific organizations. 


ARTICLE VIII 
By-Laws 


Section 1, By-laws recommended by the executive committee may be adopted at 
any meeting by a majority vote. 

Section 2, By-laws may be repealed at any meeting upon recommendation of the 
executive committee, by a majority vote. 


ARTICLE IX 


Amendments 


Amendments to the constitution, recommended by the executive committee, may 
be adopted at any annual meeting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 
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CONSTITUTION 


BY-LAWS 

1. The programs shall be arranged by the vice-president in consultation with the 
president and the secretary. 

2. Each president on retiring shall appoint a nominating committee of three mem- 
bers, including a chairman, for officers to be elected at the next annual meeting. 
The retiring president and the secretary shall be ex-officio members of this 
committee. 

3. The Executive Committee shall be empowered to appoint an Editor for The 
American Naturalist, to serve for a five year term. The Executive Committee, in 
consultation with the Editor, shall appoint an Editorial Board to advise the Editor 
in matters of policy. Each member of the Editorial Board shall serve »r a term of 
three years. 

4, In return for $3.50 per individual subscription, the Science Press will provide 
an annual subscription to The American Naturalist for each active member not in 
arrears for dues; and also for each emeritus member who elects to subscribe for 
$3.50 per annum. 

5. The Records of the Society shall be published once every three years be- 
ginning in 1914. The Records shall contain the constitution and by-laws of the 
Society, the minutes of all meetings held within the period covered, the treasurer’s 
reports and a full list of members of the Society. 

6. The Society shall reimburse the secretary for traveling and hotel expenses 
incurred in attending the annual meeting. 

7 Active members shall pay dues of $5.00, which shall include a subscription 
to The American Naturalist. Emeritus members may receive the journal upon pay- 
ment of $3.50 annually. 


In the library of the ‘Vistar Institute of Philadelphia will be found 


1 complete set 
of the Records of the American Society of Naturalists together with printed an- 
nouncements, programs, and reports, and also certain correspondence of historical 
interest. This matter, the property of the Society, is cared for through the courtesy 


of the Wistar Institute. 


Official Publications of the Society 


RECORDS 
Volume I. Parts 1~12. 1884-1895. 
Volume II. Parts 1-10. 1$96~1911. 
Volume III. Parts 1-06. 1912-1931. 
Volume IV. Part l. 1932—1934,. 
Volume IV. Part 2. 1935-1937. 
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Volume IV. Part 5. 1944-1946. 
Volume IV. Part 6. 1947=~1949, 


THE AMERICAN NATURALIS1 


Volume LXXXV Nos. &20-825 1951. 
Volume LXXXVI Nos. 826-831 1952. 
Volume LX XXVII Nos. 832= 1953. 


(including Records, V, Part 1) 
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Volume LXXXVIII Nos. 838-843 1954. 
Volume LX XXIX Nos. 844-849 1955. 
Volume XC Nos. 850= 


(including Records, V, Part 2) 
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The date indicates the meeting at which the member was elected; thus 1929 de 
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